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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MILL BE 

SUBJECT: LAWS GOVERNING FIREARM IMPORTATION 
REF: STATE 177789 AND 255875 

1. BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS PROVIDED SUMMARY ANSWER TO 
QUESTIONS RAISED IN REFTELS, PLUS TEXT OF LAW GOVERNING MANU- 
FACTURE, TRADE AND CARRYING OF ARMS, AND MUNITIONS TRADE, 
DATING FROM 1933. TEXTS BEING POUCHED. INFORMAL EMBASSY 
TRANSLATION OF SUBSTANTIVE PORTION OF FONMIN'S COMMUNICATIONS 
FOLLOWS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. IMPORTATION TO BELGIUM OF ARMS OF DEFENSE 
(BTN TARIFF CLASSIFICATION 9302), PORTABLE ARMS OF WAR (9303), 

AND HUNTING ARMS (9304) ARE SUBJECT TO LICENSING. THIS 
REQUIREMENT DOES NOT APPLY TO IMPORTS OF THIS TYPE 
ORIGINATING IN LUXEMBOURG OR THE NETHERLANDS. 

IT IS EQUALLY WORTH NOTING THAT IMPORT LICENSES FOR 
THESE ARMS ARE NOT GRANTED BY THE OFFICE CENTRAL DES 
CONTINGENTS ET LICENCES (OCCL) EXCEPT AFTER CONCURRENCE OF 
THE BANC D'EPREUVES (A QUALITY TESTING ORGANIZATION), 

LOCATED IN LIEGE, WHICH HAS AMONG ITS RESPONSIBILITIES 
THE ACTIVE SURVEILLANCE OF THE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF 
ARMS IN BELGIUM. 

BEYOND THAT, AND BECAUSE EXPORTING COUNTRY AUTHORITIES 
REQUIRE SUCH A DOCUMENT, THE OCCL ISSUES ALSO, AT THE REQUEST 
OF THE BELGIAN IMPORTER, THE INTERNATIONAL IMPORT 
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END TEXT. 

3. THE MFA COMMUNICATION DOES NOT ADDRESS DIRECTLY THE 
QUESTIONS OF WHETHER WHOLESALE AND/OR RETAIL GUN DEALERS 
ARE REQUIRED TO RECORD AND REPORT SALES, NOR WHETHER 
INDIVIDUAL OWNERS ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN LEGAL DOCUMENTATION 
TO PURCHASE OR POSSESS THESE ITEMS. OUR READING OF THE 
1933 LAW INDICATES ONLY THAT PURCHASERS ARE REQUIRED TO 
REGISTER THEIR OWNERSHIP OF A WEAPON WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
AFTER PURCHASE. WE ARE SEEKING CLARIFICATION OR 
CONFIRMATION OF THIS INTERPRETATION. FIRESTONE 
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